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From a plain dollars-and-cents viewpoint, 

to electric light and power companies the 
most important cable advance in recent years is 
the development of gas-filled cable—introduced 
by G.E. in 1938. 


This simply designed cable, which is not affected 
by profile and which is self-supervising, gives you 
the advantages of oil- 
filled cable at practically 
solid-cable cost. 

A General Electric gas- 
filled-cable system needs 


no reservoirs, no special 


THE COST of G-E gas-filled cable is 
generally close to that of solid cable, 
within the solid-cable voltage range. For 
higher voltages, gas-filled cable is less 
expensive than any other type. 


accessories in the manholes. Simple equipment a/ 
one end of the line is all that is required to keep 
a safe, even, gas pressure under all conditions of 
temperature and terrain. Furthermore, because 
of gas-filled cable’s self-supervisory feature, you 
have automatic warning in case of a sheath rup- 
ture, and as a result, maintenance costs can be 
! kept surprisingly low. 
For detailed information 
on Type GF cable, write 
or call our local office. 
General Electric Co., 
Schenectady 5, N. Y. 
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Interior Appropriation 
Increased by Senate 


Adds $36,000,000 to Department funds—Reclamation Bureau chief 
beneficiary — Amendment giving Ickes control of surplus power 
rejected in Senate committee — Wartime legislation in abeyance 


The Senate last week increased by 
almost $36,000,000 the Interior Depart- 
ment appropriation for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1945, but Interior Sec- 
retary lost another fight in the Senate 
Commerce Committee when an amend- 
ment which would have given him juris- 
diction over marketing of all surplus 
power in the Rivers and Harbors Bill 
was rejected. 

The Reclamation Bureau profited 
most by the Senate’s almost complete 
rejection of the House’s wishes on ap- 
propriations. Not only was the $5,000,- 
000 cut made by the House restored but 
an additional $10,000,000 was added. 
All in all, the Senate raised the bill to 
$123,629,345. The Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration received an increase of 
about $250,000 to $3,940,540, the extra 
funds ticketed for market development. 
Reclamation’s total] was approximately 
$28,000,000. The Southwestern Power 
Administration Appropriation remained 
unchanged at $140,000. 

The Senate also struck a House 
amendment which would have prevented 
Ickes from using unobligated balances 
to construct transmission lines as he 
did a year ago in building the Shasta- 
Oroville line which the House had re- 
fused to allow in the bill. 

A Senate Commerce Committee aide 
told Exectrica, Wortp that while no 





Ehrlich, Executive Vice-President for —— Operations ; 


Curtis W. McGraw, Treasurer; Joseph 
States, Mexico, Central and Sou 
three years. (C anadian money at par). 


report had been made to the Senate on 
the Rivers and Harbors Bill, the sub- 
committee had rejected the Ickes 
Amendment, (ELectrica, Worvp, April 
29, page 4) which had been urged also 
by the President, and had given Ickes 
marketing jurisdiction only of the 
power to be generated at three Snake 
River Dams and at the Umatilla Project. 
Other power in the bill would be sold 
at the Busbar by the Army engineers at 
rates approved by the Federal Power 
Commission. It was expected that the 
Ickes Amendment would be introduced 
on the floor, where a bitter fight over it 
could develop. 

The House was to vote again this 
week on the McKellar amendments to 
the Independent Officers Appropriations 
Bill which would junk TVA’s revolving 
fund and put its employees earnings 
$4,500 or more yearly under Senate 
patronage control. At the first meeting 
of the Conference Committee, House 
conferees rejected the McKellar amend- 
ment. 

A conference report on the Pace Bill, 
which would among other things, extend 
indefinitely the life of the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration, lower REA 
interest rates and extend to 35 years the 
repayment period, was reported to the 
House last week after having been re- 
jected earlier. No disposition had been 
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made up until early this week, but 
there was no disagreement on the REA 
provisions. 

The Senate passed a bill authorizing 
the construction of the Hungry Horse 
Dam on the South Fork of the Flathead 
River in Montana as a post-war project 
to provide an additional 1,000,000 acre- 
ft. of upstream storage for Columbia 
River hydro projects. The bill was 
cleared for submission to the President 
when the House accepted one minor 
Senate amendment. 

Wartime legislation continued in 
abeyance as a subcommittee of the 
House Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee failed to conclude its hear- 
ings on proposals to repeal wartime 
last week. 


Fare Rise Upheld 
by Supreme Court 


The Supreme Court ruled against the 
Office of Price Administration in yet 
another issue concerning OPA’s status 
in rate proceedings this week when it 
reversed an injunction granted by a 
New Jersey district court halting a one- 
cent increase in fares charged by the 
Hudson & Manhattan Railroad Co., on 
its downtown line between Jersey City 
and New York, (ELectricat Wor -p, 
May 13, P. 102). 

The Court upheld the right of regu- 
latory bodies, in this case the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, to confine 
proceedings before them to those mat- 
ters they desire to consider, following 
closely the Washington Gas Light case 
of several months ago, adding: 

“It is perfectly plain that unless the 
statutory authority of the price admin- 
istrator gives him a different standing 
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before administrative tribunals than can 
be claimed by private litigants, there 
is no ground for holding that denial 
of rehearing constitutes an abuse of dis- 
cretion . . . the rule of administrative 
law should not change because the shoe 
is on the other foot.” 

The Court agreed that ICC was “un- 
der a distinct duty to give full effect to 
wartime conditions,” but added that 
Congress had not given OPA veto power 
over regulatory bodies, thus it left final 
decision on these conditions to such 
agencies. It pointed out: 

“In the light of such (legislative) 
history, this Court has been reluctant 
to construe the emergency legislation as 
giving the price administrator standing 
to make mandatory demands upon other 
tribunals or to strip them of their usual 
discretions.” 

“If Congress desires to grant its own 
agencies greater privileges of judicial 
review than have been allowed to private 
parties, it is at liberty to do so.. .,” 
the Court held, adding: 

“.. We decline to invade the discre- 
tion of administrative tribunals to con- 
trol their own rehearing procedure 
where the Congress has not given the 
administrator standing superior to that 
of a litigant and has not divested the 
commission of its ordinary discretions.” 

Dissenting. Associate Justice William 
O. Douglas, joined by Associate Justice 
Frank Murphy said: 

“T think this decision (and the Gas 
Light decision) pretty well emasculates 
the provision . . . which prohibits “any 
general increase” in utility rates . . .” 


Reappoints Olds to FPC 


Reappointment of Leland Olds to the 
Federal Power Commission was sent to 
the Senate last week by President 
Roosevelt. Olds was reappointed to a 
term expiring June 22, 1949. FPC will 
elect a chairman within the near future 
since election to the chairmanship is for 
the term of the member holding the 
office. Olds’ present term expires June 
ae 


Wage Increase Approved 


A wage increase of 4 cents an hour, 
retroactive to last June 30 for 1,700 em- 
ployees of the Central New York Power 
Corp., Niagara Lockport & Ontario 
Power Co. and New York Power & Light 
Corp. has been approved by the regional 
War Labor Board. The workers of these 
utilities are represented by the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers. 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 





A 44-Kv. SUBSTATION was relocated 
recently, because of road widening, by 
Alabama Power Co. on a new site 22 ft. 
back and 10 ft. to the right, and recon- 
nected and put in service again in 4 hr. 
and 22 min. This was 38 min. less than 
a permissible 5-hour service interrup- 
tion to dairies served. Actual time taken 
in moving the structure was only 8 
minutes. 


Town or Swampscott, Mass., has 
purchased the home and adjacent lab- 
oratory of the late Prof. Elihu Thomson 
as a memorial to men and women of 
the community whose lives have been 
given in war while in United States 
service. The estate is a landmark over- 
looking the Atlantic Ocean, and its dis- 
position is in accord with the wishes of 
the late distinguished scientist and long- 
time consultant of General Electric. 


With THE puRPOSE of collecting, 
analyzing and indexing information on 
the uses of electricity on farms, Farm 
Journal has established a bureau to be 
known as “Rural Electrification Infor- 
mation Exchange.” The data collected 
will be made available on request to 
manufacturers. advertising agencies, 
wholesalers. farm electrical dealers, 
utilities, REA agencies and co-opera- 
tives, agricultural schools, experimental 
stations, the press and any others inter- 
ested. The Exchange will be under the 
direction of Frank E. Watts. who has 
been associated with Farm Journal for 
the past three years. 


IN RECOGNITION OF his contribution to 
the business. industrial, civic and wel- 
fare activities of the City of Johnstown, 
Pa.. Philip H. Harris. president of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Co.. was the 
guest of honor at a testimonial dinner 
given recently by the “Flood Free 
Johnstown” Observance Committee at 
the Fort Stanwix Hotel. 


INVISIBLE PLATINUM WIRE. so small 
only its shadow can be seen, is being 
used experimentally in the general engi- 
neering laboratory of the General Elec- 
tric Co. The wire is but 13 millionths 
of an inch thick and approximately 25.- 
000 strands will be needed to equal the 
cross-sectional area of a human hair. 
When mounted between glass plates 
and held to the light. the wire is invis- 
ible to the naked eye. but its reflection 
or “shadow” may be seen. 


A $5,000 researcH project for the 
study of dielectric heating, a new 
method of heating plastics which are 


to be molded, has been initiated at []]j. 
nois Institute of Technology by the 
Chicago Molded Products Co., Pregj. 
dent Henry T. Heald of Illinois Tech, 
has announced. Supervising the elec. 
trical engineering phase of the investi. 
gation are Dr. J. E. Hobson, head of 
Illinois Tech’s electrical engineering de. 
partment, and Paul G. Andres, profes. 
sor of electrical engineering. 


An $80,000 a-c network calculator js 
being purchased by Illinois Institute of 
Technology and ten co-operating power 
companies, Dr. J. E. Hobson, director of 
Illinois Tech’s electrical engineering de. 
partment, has announced. The calcu. 
lating board will be used by the power 
companies on a co-operative basis. Ad. 
ditional companies desiring to take part 
in the project may still do so, Dr. Hob. 
son has stated. The calculating board. 
built by Westinghouse, will have twelve 
generators, 218 circuit elements and a 
metering desk. 


By SWITCHING HEAVILY to natural gas 
in its 1944 power development, the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. estimates it 
will turn 10,000,000 barrels of vital 
fuel oil to the scarce supply for power. 
ing locomotives and ships. Develop. 
ment of connecting lines at the Rio 
Vista dry gas fields in Sacramento Val- 
ley, Calif., one of the world’s largest, 
will make it possible for P. G. & E. to 
consume 62,000,000,000 cu. ft. of gas. 
as compared with 27.000,000,000 cu. ft 
burned last year by the steam plants. 


WAR PRODUCTION DRIVE has given 1,788 
awards for suggestions emanating from 
within American industry which have re. 
sulted in speeding production of war 
equipment, T. K. Quinn, director-gen- 
eral, recently announced. Among the 
outstanding awards he cited was the 
case of Max Kholos, whose idea for 
splicing cotton web belting, developed 
at the Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co., East Pittsburgh, Pa.. is 
now being used by more than 5,000 men 
in 250 plants. 


A TOTAL OF $11,000 in Westinghouse 
Science Scholarships was awarded at 
Washington recently to finalists in the 
third annual Science Talent Search. Al! 
recipients are seniors in high school, or. 
in a few cases, newly enrolled as college 
freshmen. The search is conducted 
each fall by Science Clubs of America 
and the scholarships are provided by 
Westinghouse as a contribution to the 
advancement of science in America. 
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Witness Denies Receiving 


“Blockbuster” Letter 


REA employee denies letter from Craig contained reference to Ellis— 
Wickard questioned testimony of Slattery who stated letter was routed 
to his desk—Alabama Water discussed 


Margaret Farrar, an employee of the 
REA and formerly secretary to Robert 
B. Craig when he was deputy REA ad- 
ministrator, told the Senate Agriculture 
Subcommittee investigating REA this 
week that the June 9, 1943, letter she 
got from Craig contained no reference 
to his being “in Washington working on 
a blockbuster for Clyde Ellis. 

This testimony raised squarely the 
issue of whether a forged letter aimed 
at both Craig and Ellis had been made 
part of the committee record. The 
“blockbuster” reference was in a copy 
of the June 9 letter from Craig to Miss 
Farrar which the committee had earlier 
accepted as genuine. 

Agriculture Secretary Claude R. 
Wickard questioned the validity of 
testimony by REA Administrator Harry 
Slattery, who said he got the block- 
buster letter as a result of actions of 
Agriculture Department investigators 
who were in St. Louis when the letter 
arrived. Wickard said departmental 
records showed that the investigators 
were not in St. Louis when the letter 
arrived, thus could not have caused it 
to reach Slattery. 

Slattery told the committee that the 
“blockbuster letter” (ELectRIcAL 
Wortp, May 27, page 91) came to his 
possession during an investigation of 
his administration of REA by Agricul- - 
ture Department personnel who came to 
St. Louis in the spring of 1943 and ran- 
sacked files in a way he described as 
‘a new low in American government.” 

Slattery said investigators opened per- 
sonal mail of many REA employees, in- 
luding himself, and added that much of 
his mail was relayed to him even 
hough addressed to other people. He 
aid the letter from former REA Deputy 
Administrator Robert B. Craig to his 
ormer secretary, Miss Margaret Far- 
ar, which allegedly contained the 
blockbuster” sentence has thus been 
outed to his (Slattery’s) desk. Slattery 
aid he was attracted to it by the fancy 
opperweld Steel Co. stationery and 
he disputed sentence, “I have been in 
Washington working on a blockbuster 
or Clyde.” 

The REA administrator said he copied 
he letter in longhand, had it recopied 
he following day by his secretary, one 
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of whose copies was sent to the com- 
mittee and went into evidence. Slattery 
said his own handwritten copy of the 
letter was put in his file and that he had 
never seen it since. Committee Counsel 
Carroll L. Beedy called upon the Agri- 
culture Department, whose investigators 
had taken many originals from REA 
files, to produce Slattery’s handwritten 
copy. 

Thus the tale of the “blockbuster” 
letter became further tangled since 
Slattery insisted that the original he saw 
was written on Copperweld stationery 
while photostats of what Craig claims 
to be the letter he wrote Miss Farrar 
show it to have been upon plain sta- 
tionery. 

Slattery told the committee that the 
properties of the Alabama Water Serv- 
ice Co., whose acquisition he had re- 
jected last February, are now, in his 
opinion, worth $400,000 more than their 
estimated value if they can be tied intu 
an integrated, 16 co-op system. He said 
one consideration which changed his 
mind on the proposed acquisition was 
the fact that the Alabama Power Co. 
would take over the Water Service prop- 


erties if the co-op did not. He testified 
that the highest appraisal of the Water 
Service property by REA engineers was 
$2,000,000 but that he would agree to 
an allotment of more than $2,800,000 for 
purchase of the properties, of which 
$475,000 would be loaned to three 
municipalities with which to pay off 
bonds covering local distribution sys- 
tems. These cities would then repay 
REA by financing the bond issues priv- 
ately. Combined with the remaining 
$2,400,000 for purchase of the system 
would be an earlier grant of equal size 
which in 1941 was made by REA to 
several co-ops which planned to serve 
an Army camp which never was built. 
Thus the establishment of an integrated 
co-op system based on the Water Serv- 
ice properties would cost REA almost 


$5,000,000. 


Test Equipment Output 
Discussed with WPB 


Methods of increasing production of 
electrical test equipment by at least 50 
percent for the remainder of 1944 were 
discussed recently with WPB by repre- 
sentatives of the electrical test equip- 
ment and instrument industry. 

Suggested methods include multiple- 
shift production, overtime employment 
and subcontracting, as well as bringing 
new companies into the industry. Pro- 
duction of field maintenance test equip- 
ment is satisfactory, WPB said, but the 
output of laboratory and production 
test equipment has fallen behind re- 
quirements. 
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HOLDS FORTIETH CONSECUTIVE CLASS—Case School of Applied Science present 
senior electrical engineers make the fortieth consecutive class to receive training in 
illuminating engineering as a required part of the electrical engineering course. More 
than 900 electrical engineers with this illuminating engineering training have been 
graduated in these 40 classes, many of whom have attained eminence in the profes- 
sion. The men in uniform are members of the Navy V-12 unit. Emphasis of the course 
this year has been on fundamentals and on war applications 
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Ark-La Hearing Concluded 


Before Arkansas Board 


Commission takes petition of four utilities under advisement after 
all-day hearing — Motive of DPC membership questioned — Federal 


agency accused of contempt of law 


After an all-day hearing, the Ar- 
kansas Department of Public Utilities 
took under advisement on May 24 a peti- 
tion by four business-managed utilities 
asking that the Arkansas-Louisiana 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., of Louisiana 
be declared a public utility and sub- 
jected to regulation of the department. 
Attorneys for the utilities and the Ark- 
La co-op were given 30 days within 
which to file briefs. 

P. A. Lasley, formerly special counsel 
for the Arkansas DPU and representing 
the utility companies in the hearing, 
brought it to a sudden close after R. I. 
Davis. Ark-La president, had testified 
that on January 6, 1944, less than a 
month after the petition was filed. the 
co-op amended its by-laws and took into 
membership the Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. Davis admitted that for more than 
16 months Ark-La had been supplying 
power to Defense Plant Corporation at 
the Jones Mills plant without it being a 
member of Ark-La. The petition of the 
utility companies, asking that Ark-La 
be placed under regulation of the Ar- 
kansas DPU, was filed December 7, 
1943. The by-laws were changed to per- 
mit Defense Plant Corporation to be- 
come a member on January 6. Mr. Davis 
said. He said that Eugene A. Mat- 
thews, former attorney for Ark-La, 
“brought the information” to the co-op 
that the by-laws would have to be 
amended to permit Defense Plant Cor- 
poartion to be a member. In its answer 
two days later, January 8, Ark-La de- 
nied that Defense Plant Corporation 
was not a member of Ark-La. 

One of the outstanding developments 
of the hearing was disclosure by Mr. 
Lasley that the Ark-La co-op had been 
adjudged guilty of altering an easement 
it had obtained for its line in Garland 
County. He introduced a judgment of 
the Garland chancery court granting 
judgments totaling about $800 against 
Ark-La for damages to property over 
which the line was constructed. Evi- 
dence showed that the co-op had in ef- 
fect exercised the right of eminent 
domain and in so doing has shown 
itself to be a public utility. 

W. H. Cobb. chief engineer for the 
Arkansas Department of Public Utili- 
ties, testified that the Ark-La line tra- 
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verses territory that the department had 
previously assigned to business-managed 
electric companies. 

Mr. Lasely introduced through Miss 
Zella Passe, secretary of the depart- 
ment, proof that Ark-La had filed and 
received a certificate of convenience and 
necessity to build its 154,000-volt trans- 
mission line. which extends from Grand 
River dam to the Aluminum plant, but 
had not complied with Rule 16 of the 
department's rules and procedure which 
requires reports on construction prog- 
ress and any changes in the original 
plans. 

A. E. Johnson, assistant chief engi- 
neer for the Arkansas State Highway 
Department, testified the Highway De- 
partment granted the Ark-La co-op a 
permit to cross state highways with its 
transmission line. This permit was 
granted August 17, 1942. he said. This 
was several weeks after the line had 
been completed and put into operation. 
The practice. Mr. Johnson said, was for 
permits to be sought before construction 
was started and for the highway depart- 


PRONOUNCED “SHIPSHAPE”—Every one of the wartime freighters that slides down 
the ways into the waters of Burrard Inlet, British Columbia, carries a set of elec 
trically welded anchor chain made at the Electro Weld Metal Products plant. The 
accompanying illustration shows a welding head where each link is electrically 
welded into a solid mass to withstand a working strain of approximately 242,000 
pounds. British Columbia Electric Railway Co. serves the plant 
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ment to make inspections during th, 7 ° 
construction. t 
Sterling Couch of the Arkansas: (po. a 
poration Commission testified that th, IB / 
annual tax report of Ark-La for 1943 3% 4 
and 1944 showed a membership of ]) HR ¢ 
rural co-ops in the holding company 
co-op. p 
C. S. Lynch, executive vice-presiden 
of Arkansas Power & Light Co., intro. & 
duced a chart showing that the tot | 

demand of co-ops served by his company 
was 1,753 kilowatts for the year ending  * 
March, 1944. “I am sure the coincidentg| I 
peak is much lower,” Mr. Lynch said, s] 
Mr. Lynch also introduced a map 
showing the areas in Arkansas, which 
embraced about two-thirds of the state. d 
a 


in which the Ark-La co-op could bor. 
row money from the government to 
build or purchase electric lines and 
plants under its mortgage. Under the 
expansion possible, he said, Ark-l, 
could be in direct competition to the 
power company in present customers. 

In opening the case. Mr. Lasley said 


proof would show that the Ark-La co. & ® 
op was organized under Louisiana lay a 
and not under the rural co-op act of % ™ 
1937 of Arkansas. The four electri of 
companies seeking to have Ark-La de. 
clared a public utility and subject to Hj ™ 
regulation of the Arkansas department fe 
are Arkansas-Missouri Power Corp, fn 
Southwestern Gas & Electric Co., Ar i *" 
av 


ansas Power & Light Co., and Okla. 
homa Gas Electric Co. 

Mr. Lasley caused a sensation at the 
hearing when he reiterated the words 


ob 
wi 
an 
cos 
sai 
ha: 
cos 
lie 
be 
los 
( 
is | 
cia 
cha 
Z0vV 
whi 
sou 
000 
the 
sing 
min 
to 

com 
thay 
dics 


ton 


EL 





he 


I 
he 
43 
10 
ny 


tal 


wn 


he 


lly 
00 


of Vinson D, Nicholson, deputy adminis- 
trator and general counsel of REA, at 
a recent convention of the National 
Rural Electrification Association. He 
quoted Mr. Nicholson as having told the 
convention “To Hell with the law.” 
“The defendant’s attitude can be ex- 
plained only upon the theory that those 
in charge of this great federal agency 
als» have no regard for the law,” Mr. 
Lasley asserted. 

John L, Sherrill, attorney for Ark-La, 
caid in his opening statement that Ark- 
La contended it was not a public utility 
since it served only one customer, a 
member, and was engaged in interstate 
commerce. He made a motion that the 
department dismiss the petition but this 
was over-ruled. 


Coal Stockpiling 
Program Studied 


Federal officials are near agreement 
on a coal stockpiling program which 
will be designed to insure that no coal 
mines stand idle this summer for want 
of orders. 

The program, which should be an- 
nounced as in effect soon, will find De- 
fense Supplies Corporation, buying coal 
from mines which have no orders and 
stockpiling it in the knowledge that all 
available coal will be needed next win- 
ter. It is assumed that DSC will merely 
place standing orders with producers 
who have any reason to believe that they 
may be down for want of orders. While 
this situation is not widespread, it has 
lost some production in midwestern 
fields. 

It was understood that one of the first 
obstacles to the program was DSC’s un- 
willingness to handle the coal, store it, 
and rehandle it without adding these 
costs to the price. One informed source 
said the Office of Price Administration 
has no objection to the inclusion of such 
costs in DSC’s selling charges. It is be- 
lieved that a flat charge per ton would 
be made to cover such costs, including 
loss. 

Officials emphasized that the program 
is in no way competitive with commer- 
cial, industrial or residential fuel pur- 
chasers, and that the aim will be to keep 
government stockpiling to a minimum 
while insuring full production. One 
source indicated that the figure of 6,500,- 
000 tons, which had been mentioned as 
the aim of the program, was valueless 
since the attempt would be to keep all 
mines producing but at the same time 
to move all output immediately into 
commercial or industrial channels rather 
than into government stocks. It was in- 
dicated further that a figure of $1 per 
ton for handling, storage and loss was 
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MAKE HOME SAFE FOR KIDS—"Hap Hazard” the accident maker was introduced 
to Duluth parents by Minnesota Power & Light Co. recently with this window display 
calling attention to such home accident breeders as poison, knives, matches, frayed 


electrical cords, scissors and toy-littered stairways. 
warns, “but they could be your children” 


“Only dolls”, the placard 





considerably above that figure currently 
under discussion. 

Federal agencies concerned were to 
discuss the matter formally this week 
at Washington. 

Deputy Solid Fuels Administrator C. 
J. Potter warned coal consumers, mean- 
while, that the program will not be a 
substitute for assiduous stockpiling by 
coal purchasers. He said the program 
as now contemplated would cover only 
slow-moving coals from Iowa, Illinois 
and western Kentucky, but added that 
it is broad enough to cover all mid- 
western and Rocky Mountain coal. 


Personnel Managers Hold 
Meeting in Northwest 


Personnel directors and managers of 
member companies of the Northwest 
Electric Light and Power Association 
were brought together at a recent con- 
ference in Portland, Ore. This confer- 
ence, which lasted a day and a half, 
was the first of its kind ever held by 
the Association and was motivated by 
the thought that personnel problems 
have been made acute during the war 
and promise to continue so well into 
the future. Six utility companies were 
represented at this first conference, 
which considered a wide range of per- 
sonnel, manpower and training ques- 
tions. C. W. Sherman, acting personnel 
officer of the Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co., Seattle, was elected chair- 
man. 

A feature of the conference was a 
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joint session with representatives of the 
Selective Service System, the War Man- 
power Commission and the United 
States Employment Service. 


Unregulated Utilities 
to File Rate Increases 


Electric utilities whose rates are not 
regulated will be required to notify the 
Office of Price Administration of any 
proposed rate increases 30 days in ad- 
vance the effective date for an indefi- 
nite future period, OPA announced last 
week. 

The ruling was a continuation of an 
earlier “stop-gap” order under which 
OPA secured for itself time to investi- 
gate the situation with respect to un- 
regulated utility rates posed by the 
Supreme Court’s decision in the Davies 
Warehouse case (ELectricAaL Wor tp, 
Feb. 12, page 5; April 1, page 74, 
May 13, page 104, all 1944). OPA 
recently undertook field investigations 
to determine its future course in this 
regard. 


Permits Utility Merger 


Federal Power Commission has 
authorized the Granville Electric Co. 
to sell all of its electric properties and 
facilities located in western Vermont to 
the Central Vermont Public Service 
Corp. The sum to be paid by Central 
Vermont to Granville is $24,500 cash 
subject to the terms and adjustments in 
the agreement between the parties. 
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Lauds Utility Industry 
for Wartime Services 


Chief of U. S. Army Engineers pays tribute to utilities for meeting war 
requirements efficiently—Wartime Aid Program cited—Centralized 


national government assailed 


“Official tribute” to the utility in- 
dustry of the country for its “loyal 
and effective contributions to the war 
effort” was paid by Maj. Gen. Eugene 
Reybold, chief of the United States 
Army Engineers, in an address to the 
Arkansas Utilities Association conven- 
tion in Little Rock recently. 

“In this war, planes and ships and 
tanks and tractors go into battle as 
tangible evidence of the contributions 
in end items of American industry,” 
General Reybold said. “The end prod- 
uct of the utilities industries is serv- 
*ice. Your service is not less important, 
but it is less tangible than fabricated 
materials. For this reason, and this 
reason alone, the magnificent contribu- 
tions of your industries, for the most 
part, have gone unheralded. 

“You have served best, perhaps, 
when the least attention is called to 
your services—when they are supplied 
in such an unfailing way that they are 
taken as a matter of course. We of 
the Army Engineers know of your 
work at first hand—know it and ap- 
preciate it. 

“In recognition of your successful ef- 
forts to keep the wheels of industry 
turning, to keep training programs go- 
ing smoothly, and to make the life of 
the American soldier more comfortable 
and more healthy, I am both privileged 
and honored to salute you. 

“In providing electric service, we 
encounter many of the same problems 
that you experience in commercial 
life, including the development of the 
required organization and personnel 
under wartime conditions. We have 
availed ourselves of the experience, re- 
search, material, equipment and man- 
power of the electric industry. With 
the unselfish co-operation of privately 
operated electric companies, as well as 
federal and municipal power authori- 
ties, this has heen accomplished 
through the Utilities Wartime Aid 
program—a most worthy and effective 
activity. 

“Thus are the men and machines 
and methods of the utilities industries 
helping to bring victory—at home and 
overseas ... Thus your work continues 
to be a vital part of our all-embracing 
effort as we face the greatest test in 
this war—the drive finally to eliminate 
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the forces that set out to destroy free- 
dom and-:democracy.” 

General Reybold flew to Little Rock to 
make his address. He was accom- 
panied by Col. A. H. Davis, division 
engineer of the North Atlantic Divi- 
sion, and Capt. Richard F. Kraus. 

C. S. Lynch, executive vice-president 
of the Arkansas Power & Light Co. 
and president of the Association, pre- 
sided over the convention. 

Joe H. Gill of New York, president 
of Electric Power & Light Corp., drew 
round after round of applause when he 
criticized the efforts of certain “worms 
in high places of government that are 
boring from within to destroy our con- 
stitutional form of government.” 

Mr. Gill followed Ralph Carr, for- 
mer Governor of Colorado, who also 
assailed centralized national govern- 
ment, stating that regional authorities, 
such as the proposed Arkansas Valley 
Authority, remove states’ rights. The 
former Governor explained that Colo- 
rado depends on its waters for irriga- 
tion, especially the Arkansas, and he 
described his fights to prevent diver- 
sion of streams from state authority. 





“When you place the waters of a state 
under control of some regional author. 
ity you remove the right of the state 
to use them as it thinks best,’ },» 
declared. 

D. A. Hulsey of Dallas, president of 
the Lone Star Gas System, made ope 
of the outstanding speeches of the cop. 
vention when he discussed the problem 
of rehabilitating service men at the 
close of the war. He explained how his 
company is working to solve this 
problem. 

A. B. Hill, commissioner of | the 
Arkansas Department of Public Utilj. 
ties, related many of his expericnce; 
of three years as a commissioner. “My 
experience leads me to the conclusion 
that it is not a practical arrangement 
to have the utility commission act both 
as a prosecutor and at the same time 
as a judge,” he said. 

Other speakers included Clarence F, 
Byrns of Fort Smith, Ark., chairman 
of the executive committee of the Ar. 
kansas Economic Council, and Dr. Gus 
W. Dyer of Nashville, Tenn., economic 
advisor of the Southern States Indus. 
trial Council. 

L. L. Baxter of Fayetteville. presi- 
dent of the Northwestern Gas Co., was 
elected president of the association. 
¢C. L. Leighton, DeQueen, manager 
Southwestern Gas Co., was elected first 
vice-president; and C. H. Thorpe of 
the Arkansas-Louisiana Gas Co., Little 
Rock, was elected second vice-president. 
R. E. Ritchie of Little Rock, vice. 
president of the Arkansas Power & 
Light Co., was re-elected secretary o! 
the association. 


( 





TRIBUTE FROM MILITARY—Maj. Gen. Eugene Reybold, chief of the U. S. Army Engi 
neers is shown with Robert E. Ritchie, secretary of the Arkansas Utilities Association 
for many years, at the association's annual convention in Little Rock, Ark. General 
Reybold paid tribute to the job the utility industry has done in the war effort 
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Detroit Rate Talks 
to Open Next Week 


Utility and city officials to confer 
with state commission on rate 
adjustment by Detroit Edison 


Negotiations on a rate adjustment by 
Detroit Edison Co. will start June 8 
at a conference of company and city 
oficials with the Michigan Public Serv- 
ice Commission in Detroit, it has been 
announced. “This conference will be to 
see if some agreement on a rate reduc- 
tion can be reached or if there must be 
a hearing to bring testimony, up to 
date.” Gilbert T. Shilson, commission 
chairman stated. The Detroit Edison 
Conference will follow by exactly one 
week the conference scheduled for June 
1 between the commission and repre- 
sentatives of Michigan utilities as a re- 
sult of the state supreme court decision 
on excess profits (ELectricat Wor p, 
May 27, page 95). 

Convinced that the supreme court 
decision may result in an unprece- 
dented series of rate reductions in 
Michigan, Shilson said that the June 


1 conference is intended to discuss ~ 


general problems involved in rate re- 
adjustments. 


Excess Profits Taxes Listed 


“We must find out where to draw the 
line for all companies between excess 
and normal profits,” Shilson said. “We 
want to give all companies a chance 
to speak their pieces. We want all 
the companies to understand the situ- 
ation. 

“One difficulty is that the formula 
must be flexible enough so that at the 
end of the war if business drops but 
taxation continued high, we can read- 
just the rates,” Commissioner Shilson 
said. “If we should have to go through 
rate cases with each company at the 
end of the war, we would never finish.” 

Shilson made public a partial list 
of eleven privately owned utility com- 
panies in Michigan that last year set 
aside more than $30,000,000 for Fed- 
eral excess profit taxes. The eleven 
companies included: Detroit Edison 
Co.. $10,711,000; Consumers Power 
Co.. $8.915,597; Michigan Bell Tele- 
phone Co., $4,349,755; Michigan Con- 
solidated Gas Co., $3,092,378; Indiana 
& Michigan Associated Telephone Co., 
$41.955; Cliffs Power & Light Co., 
$136,000; Battle Creek Gas Co., $130,- 
500; Menominee & Marionette Light 
Co.. $79,200 and Alpena Power Co., 
$19,631. 

The recent court decision was the out- 
come of a test case brought by the city 
of Detroit against the Detroit Edison Co. 
which last year set aside $10,711,000 
for federal excess profit taxes. 
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CONTINUOUS HF HEAT TREATMENT 
—Production line process of high speed 
continuous heat treating, using high 


frequency energy, has been estab- 
lished by the industrial electronics di- 
vision, Federal Telkcphone & Radio 
Corp., Newark, N. J. Application is 
to finished bearing pins, each 2'2” 
long by 12” diameter, case hardened 
to a depth of .025” as they are fed 
automatically through a glass tube and 
water quenched as they leave the heat- 
ing coil at the rate of 75 pins per minute 





The Michigan commission has held 
that such tax payments were part of 
the company operating expenses and 
should not be excluded in fixing rates. 
The city of Detroit argued successfully 
that lower rates would mean the com- 
panies would not be required to pay 
such taxes. 

Detroit Edison and city representa- 
tives differed sharply last week in a 
preliminary informal conference with 
the state commission over the con- 
nection between the proposed rate cut 
and the 1943 Detroit city ordinance 
which seeks to impose a 20 percent 
excise tax on Edison gross revenue. 

“The company is willing to enter into 
any discussion but it feels that the city 
ordinance case should be decided first,” 
said Lawrence M. Sprague, Detroit 
Edison attorney. “With a large ex- 
penditure hanging over us because of 
the ordinance, how can you set a rate 
now that would be fair to the company 
and to the rate payers?” 

Paul E. Krause, city corporation 
counsel, and three of his assistants con- 
tended that the rate cut should be 
effected first. 
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Sprague contended that the city “is 
trying te get us twice.” 

“They should determine what they 
want—a reduction for the rate payers 
or a tax for the city government,” he 
asserted. 


Utility Wins Ruling 
on Niagara Water 


Niagara Falls Power Co. won its 
right to stay in court and test the con- 
stitutionality of the law passed in 1943 
which imposed a state rental upon the 
first 15,100 cubic feet per second di- 
verted from Niagara River, when the 
Court of Appeals handed down a unani- 
mous decision last week. 

Defendants had urged that the plain- 
tiff must postpone its challenge of the 
constitutionality of the act until, after 
hearings, the New York State Water 
Power and Control Commission, had 
fixed the amount of rental and the state 
sued to collect it. 

There were two proceedings, in one 
of which the power company appealed 
from an order of the appellate division 
which dismissed the petition on the 
ground that it was academic since the 
same relief might have been had in the 
first entitled action. The judgment of 
the appellate division in this case was 
affirmed without opinion. 

In the other case three questions were 
certified, all of which are answered in 
the affirmative by the Court of Appeals: 

1. Did the Supreme Court have juris- 
diction of the subject matter of the 
complaint? 2. Does the complaint con- 
stitute the proper procedure for deter- 
mining the constitutionality of Laws of 
1943, chapter 46? 3. Does the Supreme 
Court have jurisdiction over the person 
of the State of New York in this action? 
The State had contended in relation to 
the latter question that it could not be 
sued without statutory permission there- 
from. 

In the opinion written by Jud-e 
Charle S. Desmond, the Court is partic- 
ularly caustic in denouncing this stand 
when it says: 

“Further it appears from the record 
that this affidavit opposing the motion 
for temporary injunction was served 
at about the same time as the State’s 
notice of motion to dismiss the com- 
plaint on jurisdictional grounds. No 
waiver of immunity can fairly be spelled 
out of such activities of the State’s law 
officers.” 


April Coal Consumption 


Electric utility power plants con- 
sumed 5,876,091 tons of coal in April 
1944, the Federal Power Commission 


(2055) 9 








| 
| 
| 





















has reported. The Commission also re- 
ported that the coal stocks of electric 
utility power plants as of May 1, 1944 
were 23 percent less than stocks of the 
same date last year. 


WPB Relaxes Range, 
Irons, Fan Curb 


WPB has authorized seven addi- 
tional manufacturers to produce 
another 157,100 electric irons and ex- 
pects to authorize production of 88,000 
domestic electric ranges this year. In 
addition, it will assign quotas for manu- 
facture of 100,000 electric fans, it was 
announced. 

Total authorizations under the iron 
program were raised to 926,438 under 
the latest WPB move, which carried 
out the principle recently established 
that additional civilian production may 
be undertaken in Group I labor areas 
(areas of acute labor shortage) when 
it is confined to plants employing less 
than 100 workers. All of the most 
recent authorizations are to manufac- 
turers in Group I areas. Authorizations 
include: 

American Electrical Heater Co., De- 
troit, 41,000; Gilson Electric Manu- 
facturing Co., Chicago, 5,000; Man- 
ning-Bowman & Co., Meriden, Conn., 
38,500; National Stamping & Electric 
Works, Chicago, 8,800; Nelson Ma- 
chine & Manufacturing Co., Cleveland, 
58,000; Lawrence M. Stein Co., Chi- 
cago, 1,000; and Wage Manufactur- 
ing Co., Chicago, 4,800. 

WPB disclosed that some of the 
88,000 ranges have already been pro- 
duced under an emergency program. 
Quotas for the remainder will be as- 
signed to the manufacturers who will 
be able to produce without interfering 
with war contracts. About 68,000 of 
these ranges will go to civilians as re- 
placements for essential needs and to 
outfit new war housing. The remainder 
will go to federal agencies to fill ‘ 
cial orders.” The civilian allocation 
will meet most essential requirements, 
WPB believes. They will be distrib- 
uted through normal retail channels 
and will not be rationed but will be 
sold on written certification. 

Only three-burner, apartment-type 
ranges, which are already in produc- 
tion, will be available before the lat- 
ter part of the year. Some production 
of standard four-burner models may 
be authorized. 

None of the fans, 12 and 16 in. 
diameter, will be available for home 
or office, WPB said. The authorization 
will meet only the most essential mili- 
tary, hospital, institutional, and indus- 
trial needs. 
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Maspeth Potlines 
Shutdown by WPB 


WPB’s Aluminum Division has or- 
dered a shutdown in four aluminum 
potlines at the Maspeth, L. L, plant 
owned by the Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion and operated by the Aluminum 
Co. of America. 

Coal savings which will result from 
the shutdown are estimated at 720,000 
tons yearly, according to a WPB off- 
cial who said each line had been pro- 
ducing 3,000,000 Ibs. of aluminum per 
month. 





MEETINGS 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Communica- 
tions committee, Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., June 8-9. J. G. McKinley, ‘chair- 
man, West Penn Power Co., 14 Wood St., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors— 
Northwestern sogten. Olympian Hotel, Olympia, 
Wash. “a ust 21-23; E, B. Morrison, secretary, 


P.O. 0, Portl and, Ore. Southwestern sec- 
tion, Modesto, Hotel, Modesto, Calif., August 
28-39: Gerber, ‘secretary, Room 205, ity 


Hall, ah ‘Francisco, Calif. Western section, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind., September 
11-13; F. H. Moore secretary, 320 'N. Meridian 
St., Indianapolis, Ind. Eastern (ae New 
York, N. Y., September 18-20: F. M. Squires, 
secretary, 85 John St., New York, Nt Y. Southern 
section, Ains! Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., September 
25-27; A. M. vo secretary, 219 Governor St., 
Richmond 19, 


American Institute of Electrical rrare, Hotel Les 
Coast technical meetin Biltmore ore 
Angeles, Calif., August 29-September |. H. 
Henline, national secretary, 33 W. 39th St., New 
York 18, N. Y. 


Previously Listed 


Edison Electric Institute—Annual eae Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel, New Yorhy- . Y., June 6-7. 
Col. 4S, Bennion, mana director, 420 
Lexington Ave., New York | ¥, 


Public Utilities Advertising Association — Annual 

meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, Iil., June 
6-8. Waldo M. Wright, secretary, Amarillo 
Gas Co., Amarillo, Texas. 


National District Heating Association — Annual 
meeting, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
June 14-15. John F, Collins, Jr., secretary- 
treasurer, 827 N. Euclid Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


lowa Utilities Association—Post-war planning con- 
ference, Des Moines, lowa, June 19-20. Wm. 
R. Blake, secretary-manager, 606 Fleming Bidg., 
Des Moines, lowa. 


American —s of Agricultural Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., 
June 19-21.’ Raymond Olney, secretary, St. 
Joseph, Mich. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Semi- 
annual meeting, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., June 19-22. Er a Hartford, executive as- 
sistant secretary, 2? W. 39th St., New York 18, 
MY 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual meeting, 
Murray Bay, Que., Canada, June 22-23. B. C. 
Fairchild, managing director, 804 Tramways 
Bidg., Montreal, Que. 


Society for Promotion of Engineering Education— 
Annual meeting, University of eee Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, June 22-25. F. Bishop, secre- 
tary, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annua! 
en Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, 
June 26-30. Robert J. Painter, assistant 

ER. 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers — Na- 
tional technical meeting, Jefferson Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo., June 26-30. H. H. Henline national 
secretary, 33 W. 39th St., "New York i8, N 





ELECTRICAL WORLD @ June 


The Maspeth plant was closed pringj- 
pally because of the possibilities of 
coal savings after it became apparent 
that aluminum production was stil! jp 
excess of requirements despite of 
earlier cutbacks. 

Only remaining aluminum produc. 
tion in the New York area where the 
electricity is fuel-generated is in one 
line at Burlington, N. J., and in severa] 
lines at ALCOA’s Massena, N. Y,, 
plant. 

The latest cutback brings total coal 
savings in aluminum production in the 
New York general area to 2,320,000 
tons yearly. Earlier cutbacks saved 
500,000 tons, 800,000 tons and 200,000 
tons. 


Essential Turbines 
Assured Industry 


Authorizations for additional power 
generating equipment will continue for 
an indefinite period on the same basis 
as that of recent months, Director Ed- 
ward Falck of the Office of War Utilities 


_ told members of the Land Steam Tur. 


bine and Turbine Generator Industry 
Advisory Committee recently. 

Projects will be approved only where 
the need for additional generating ca- 
pacity may be clearly demonstrated, so 
long as the manpower situation and re- 
cent downward revisions of estimates 
of the availability of certain materials 
remain unchanged. 

Members reported that the turbine 
industry is operating at capacity in 
most lines, although considerable capac- 
ity is avialable for production of tur- 
bines for delivery after Jan. 1. New 
requirements now under consideration 
were described as “sizable.” 

Drafting of men under 26 has already 
seriously curtailed production, many 
members said, and if similar policies 
are applied to men over 26, turbine 
production would be severely curtailed. 


OPA Sets Ceiling Prices 
on Armored Cable 


Dollars and cents ceiling prices for 
three types of armored cable which have 
not heretofore been covered by revised 
price schedule 82 have been established 
by the Office of Price Administration. 

The additions, with prices varying by 
size and shipping zones, are armored 
leaded cable, 150 ft. coil, $147.80 to 
$161,40; bare armored ground wire 
(solid), 250 ft. coil, $32.12 to $66.0; 


and bare armored ground wile 
(stranded), 250 ft. coil, $35.20 to 
$73.81. 


3. 1944 






















ites 
ials 


yine 


led. 


yle 


for 
lave 
ised 
hed 
ion. 


by 











While only two seals—one at the top of the 
housing and one at the bottom—are actually 
necessary, Line Material takes further precau- 
tions to make L-M Lightning Arresters mois- 
ture-proof by literally “sealing the seals.” 


Note how the copper cap at the top, the two 
gaskets between the Isolator and the housing, 
and the sealing compound further protect the 
arrester against moisture. These 6 seals are 
your assurance of permanent protection, the 
elimination of frequent replacements and a 
consequent reduction in outage costs. 


For further details as to the design and con- 
struction of L-M Lightning Arresters send 
for Bulletin 40151. Line Material Company, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


MEETS THE NEW NEMA STANDARDS oan’ of the seme chars 


These three Oscillogram photos show how 
L-M Lightning Arresters meet the new 
NEMA standards. Fig. 1 shows operation 
characteristics before 5,000 ampere oper- 
ating cycle test of a 3 Kv Arrester. Fig. 2 
shows characteristics after the 30th shot. 


Fig. 3 shows the unchanged characteristics atte MTL mtd OSCHLOGRAM TAKEN 


Seals Against Moisture 


THIS IS WHY L-M LIGHTNING ARRESTERS INSURE | 
PERMANENCE OF PROTECTION *LOW REPLACEMENT | 
AND OUTAGE COSTS... : 
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*THE ISOLATOR ... AN 
EXCLUSIVE L-M FEATURE 
PAT. NO. 2,315,320 


SIZES: | 
L-M Lightning Arresters ore | 
made in 6 sizes with ratings i 
ranging from 1 to 15 Kv. | 






LIGHTNING ARRESTERS 


L-M DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: Distribution Transformers - 


Fuse Cutouts and Fuse Links + Lightning Arreste 


Oil Switches - Pole Line Hardware - Line Construction Specialties - Underground Equipment - Fibre Conduit « Street Lighting Equipme 



























FLOODLIT TUNNEL -A {j, 
first of its kind in Britain, 
quickly during the blackoj 
Northeastern Railroad aq 
main line. The tunne] is 


which are fitted fluoresce: la 


ALL OUT FOR SAFETY 
period of 29 years witho 
made by certain divisions 
Corp. and the Central m 
recently presented to C 
Augusta, and to consiry 
Limerick district for no ls 
local high-tension substatis 
of the Middlebury divisio 
completed eleven years 
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FAR-TRAVELED TRANSFORMER—A special ro 
the shipment of this 25,000-kva., 75-ton transic 
ington to Shasta Dam in California, a distance 
way shipment was rendered necessary in ord 
for the 18-ft. high unit. The unit is being retur 
after serving as a spare for the two 75.000 
ferred from Shasta Dam to Grand Coulee to 

industries. After the war, the generators w 
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INSTALLS NETWORK ANALYZER—At ceremon 
western utilities, Purdue University officially 
analyzer. Prof. D. D. Ewing (right), head of ! 
explains the operation of the new installation 
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tsta, for which it was designed, 
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OVER THE SPILLWAY-—Starting about the middle of May, flood waters of Columbia River again plunged 
333 ft. over the entire 1,650-ft. wide central spillway of Grand Coulee Dam in Washington, when engineers 
of the Bureau of Reclamation lowered the last of the eleven steel drum gates which form the crest of the 
central section of the huge concrete structure. The charge of water will reach its peak in June or July 
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disassembly and reassembly of nine or so pieces of conven- 
tional equipment. 
Every part of the CSP transformer is built-in. To move it, 







“a all that needs to be done is: disconnect . . . take to new loca- 

gHov . \ tion...mount... reconnect. Tomorrow’s unpredictable loads 

westin s10N TRANS \ can be handled with minimum investment in time and money. 

pistRis 5 C NTAIN: \ Many CSP transformers can be moved in the time ordinarily 

FOR \ required for a few conventional installations. 

sorme \ Westinghouse CSP Distribution Transformers offer maxi- 

= capt! orreste® \ mum load adaptability for better service continuity. A signal 

err. 3 ve \ light warns of an overload before the internal breaker trips. 

@ circuit a ero provecti© \ All the thermal overload capacity is made safely available 
| ond sm | for short-time overloads. 

ang GOP 


For complete information, call your Westinghouse office or 
ute for DD-46-100, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
ay, 7-N, East Pittsburgh, Pa. J-70428 
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Output Curve 
Swings Upward 


The output curve moved upward 
again during the week ended May 27, 
1944, according to figures released by 
the Edison Electric Institute. The 
amount of electrical energy distributed 
by the light and power industry during 
the week came to a total of 4,291,750,000 
kw.hr., as compared to the figure of 
4.245,678,000 kw.-hr. for the week pre- 
vious which ended on May 20. Figures 
for the week represented an increase of 
7.6 percent over the 3,990,040,000 kw.- 
hr. distributed during the correspond- 
ing week a year ago. The output for 
the similar week two years ago was 
lower, the total being 3,322,651,000 
kw.-hr. 4 

Six of the seven major geographic 
regions of the country reported in- 
creases for the week over the corre- 
sponding week last year, the exception 
being the Rocky Mountain region, which 
showed a decrease of 8.2 percent. The 
Pacific Coast states continued to hold 
first place with a gain of 14.5 percent, 
with the Southern states running second 
with a gain of 9.4 percent. West central 
region ran third with an increase of 
8.2 percent, and the central industrial 
group ran a close fourth with an in- 
crease of 7.2 percent. 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1944 1943 1942 


May 27 4,292 May 29 3,990 May 30 3,323 
May 13 4,238 May !5 3,969 May 16 3,357 
May 6 4,234 May 8 3,904 May 9% 3,365 
Apr. 29 4,336 May | 3,867 May 2 3,305 
Apr. 22 4,344 Apr. 24 3,925 Apr. 25 3,273 
Apr. 15 4,307 Apr. |I7 3,917 Apr. 18 3,308 
Apr. 8 4,36! Apr. 10 3,882 Apr. I! 3,321 
Apr. | 4,409 Apr. 3 3,890 Apr. 4 3,349 
Mar. 25 4,409 Har. 27 3,928 Mar. 28 3,346 
Mar. 18 4,400 Mar. 20 3,947 Mar. 21 3,357 
Mar. Il 4,426 Mar. 13 3,94 Mar. 14 3,357 
Mar. 4 4,465 Mar. 6 3,947 Mar. 7 3,392 


Percent Change from Previous Year 





Week Ending 

May 27 May 13 May 6 
New England ......... +.2.7 + 0.7 + 18 
Mid-Atlantic .......... + 5.1 + 4.0 + 6.0 
Central Industrial ..... + 7.2 + 5.5 + 6.1 
West Central .......... + 8.2 + 44 + 6.1 
Southern States ...... + 9.4 + 7.4 +10.4 
Rocky Mountain .... — 8.2 — 9.4 — 5.0 
Pecine Gaeeet ....%..s +14.5 +19.8 +20.9 





Total United States.. + 7.6 +19.8 +20.9 
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Sells Illinois Utility 
Under Divestment Plan 


Northwestern Illinois Gas & Electric 
Co. has been authorized by the Illinois 
Commerce Commission to acquire the 
gas and electric properties now owned 
and operated by the Northwestern IIli- 
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nois Utilities in Carroll and Whiteside 
counties, including properties in and 
about the municipalities of Savanna, 
Mt. Carroll, Chadwick and Thomson. 
The purchasing company also was 
granted a certificate to operate the prop- 
erties. 

The selling company has its principal 
office in Savanna, Ill., and operates gas 
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properties in the city of Savanna and 
electric properties in Carroll and White- 
side counties. 

American Utilities Service Corp. 
which owns all of the outstanding 
capital stock and notes of the North- 
western [Illinois Utilities desires to 
divest itself of its subsidiary’s utility 
business. 
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New Weston Electrical 
Officials Take Office 


Looking forward to the post-war pe- 
riod, Edward F. Weston, newly elected 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the Weston Electrical Instrument Corp., 
Newark, N. J., plans to devote much 
of his time to research, engineering and 
development problems affecting this 
company’s future manufacturing 
policy. 

Mr. Weston said: “My election as 
chairman of the board will relieve me 
of many operating details and responsi- 
bilities, and will allow more time for 
other duties. Throughout my connec- 
tion with the company, my chief inter- 
est has been in the field of development 
and engineering; and the shifting of 
responsibilities will make it possible for 
me to devote more time to engineering, 
research and development problems 
which are so exceedingly important, not 
only under wartime conditions, but also 
in the difficult post-war period to 
follow.” 

In assuming the chairmanship of 
the board, Mr. Weston fills an office 





vacant since the death, in 1936, of his 
father, Dr. Edward Weston, founder 
of the company which bears his name. 
Mr. Weston has been with the company 
since his graduation, as an electrical 
engineer, from Columbia University, in 
1900. In 1916, he became general 
manager and then served successively 
as secretary, second vice-president and 
vice-president. He was elected presi- 
dent in 1925. Mr. Weston is a director 
of the New Jersey State Chamber of 
Commerce and of the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers. 

Caxton Brown, the new president, 
has been executive vice-president and 
secretary since 1939. He will assume 
responsibility for policy decisions on 
the company’s many administrative 
and organizational problems. Mr. 
Brown has been with Weston 43 years. 
He was made vice-president and secre- 
tary in 1925, and executive vice-presi- 
dent and secretary in 1939. Mr. Brown 
is a member of the board of governors 
of the Nationa] Electrical Manufactur- 
ers’ Association and treasurer of the 
Electrical Manufacturers’ Club. 

Another change in the official Weston 





1. E. F. Weston 2, C. Brown 3. E. R. Mellen 
4. H. L. Gerstenberger 5. R. R. Lambe 6. W. N. Goodwin. Jr. 
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family was the elevation to executive 
vice-president and treasurer of Ear] R 
Mellen, who, since 1939, has been vice. 
president and treasurer. He joinec the 
company in 1917, and has successively 
served as credit manager, assi-tan; 
treasurer and treasurer. He is a tem. 
ber of the National Electrical Many. 
facturers’ Association, National  gg0. 
ciation of Manufacturers, New Jersey 
Chamber of Commerce, National Ip. 
dustrial Conference Board and Nationa] 
Electrical Credit Association. 

H. Leigh Gerstenberger, general «ales 
manager since 1932, has been made 
vice-president in charge of sales. He 
joined Weston in 1917, shortly after 
his graduation as electrical engineer 
from Stevens Institute of Technology, 
He has served as assistant export sales 
manager and assistant sales manager, 
He is a member of NEMA and 
the Industry Advisory Committee, WP. 

Other officers elected include: R. R. 
Lambe, vice-president in charge of 
manufacturing; W. Nelson Goodwin, 
Jr., vice-president in charge of engi- 
neering; Ross Nichols, secretary and 
Thomas L. Evans, comptroller and as. 
sistant secretary. 


Pacific Coast Group 
Elects Cleland Head 


(See Front Cover) 


Hance H. Cleland, president of the 
San Diego Gas & Electric Co., San 
Diego, Calif., was elected president o! 
the Pacific Coast Electrical Associa- 
tion at the recent annual meeting. 

Mr. Cleland has had a broad back 
ground of experience in the utility field 
both as president of two large wester 
utility companies and as a member of 
the Public Service Commission of the 
State of Washington. 

He also distinguished himself in the 
legal profession. He practiced lay 
in Oregon and Washington from 191! 
until 1936 and served as assistant at 
torney-general for the state of Washing- 
ton from 1916 to 1919 and then on the 
Washington Public Service Commis 
sion and its successor, the department 
of Public Works, from 1919 to 1924. 

Joining the California Oregon Power 
Co., he spent thirteen years as valua- 
tion and rate counsel and his election t 
the presidency followed in 1938. When 
in 1941 William F. Raber, president 
the San Diego utility retired after 5! 
years of service in the utility field, Mz 
Cleland was named to succeed him. 


> Harotp P. CHAMBERLIN has recently 
been appointed assistant secretary ané 
assistant treasurer of Wisconsin Elec- 
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trie Power Co. succeeding John W. 
‘eiss, deceased. At the same time 
(RANK J. BOEHM an assistant secretary 
was also appointed an assistant treas- 
urer. JosepH A. WOLFRUM was ap- 
pointed an assistant treasurer. 


W. H. Barthold Resigns; 
J. A. Brown Promoted 


William H. Barthold, chairman of the 
board of directors of the Central Illinois 
Light Co., Peoria, and president of the 
Southern Indiana Gas & Electric Co., 





Blank & Stoller 
W. H. Barthold 


Evansville, has tendered his resignation 
from these offices, effective June 1. Mr. 

sarthold expects to continue as a di- 
rector. He has been in poor health for 
some time and has been obliged to 
forego his usual activities. 

James A. Brown, a vice-president of 
the Southern Indiana Gas & Electric 
Co., has been made president of that 
utility to succeed Mr. Barthold. 

Mr. Barthold is well known in the 
public utility field. He became an officer 


Chidnoff 


J. A. Brown 
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of Central Illinois Light upon its organ- 
ization in 1913 and of the Southern 
Indiana Gas & Electric Co. when it was 
organized in 1912. He first entered 
the utility business in 1896 with the 
Grand Rapids Gas Co. and subsequently 
joined Consumers Power Co. in an ex- 
ecutive capacity. He has continued to 
to serve for 43 years with companies 
comprising what is now the Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp. 

Mr. Brown has been associated with 
the operations of Southern Indiana Gas 
& Electric since its organization 32 years 
ago and also has been connected for 
a long time with other utility companies 
which are now a part of the Common- 
wealth & Southern system. 


R. Paul Smith Elected 
President of S.E.E. 


R. Paul Smith, president of the 
Potomac Edison Co., Hagerstown, Md., 
was elected president of the South- 
eastern Electric Exchange at the annual 
conference held recently in Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. Smith, who became president of 
the Potomac Edison Co. in 1932, has 
been connected with that utility and its 
predecessors since he was graduated 





Bachrach 


R. Paul Smith 


from Blue Ridge College in 1909. At 
that time the property was known as 
the Washington, Frederick & Gettys- 
burg Railway Co. and Mr. Smith joined 
the staff as clerk in the office of the 
general manager. He then advanced 
successively to the position of agent, 
general agent, accountant, traffic man- 
ager, district superintendent and gen- 
eral superintendent, in the last-named 
capacity directing the electric, gas and 
railway departments. 

When the company was reorganized 
as the Potomac Public Service Co. he 
was appointed general manager and, 
a few years after the formation of the 
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Potomac Edison Co., he became vice- 
president. It was in 1932 that the board 
of directors elected him to the presi- 
dency. 


> Basit J. WiLKINSON, administrative 
assistant to the district manager, has 
been made district manager of the Cat- 
taraugus division of Niagara, Lockport 
& Ontario Power Co. with headquarters 
at Olean. Mr. Wilkinson succeeds Roy 
S. Allison, who was recently elevated 
to the position of vice-president of the 
company in charge of all operating dis- 
tricts (ELectricaL Wortp, May 27, 
page 136). Mr. Wilkinson began his 
utility career with the old Cuba Electric 
Co. in 1920 and when that company was 
absorbed by Niagara, Lockport & On- 
tario Power Co., he was retained by the 
new company. He went to Olean as 
sales manager in charge of industrial 
and commercial sales promotion in 1931, 
became new business manager of the 
Cattaraugus division in 1938 and was 
promoted to administrative assistant to 
the district manager in 1941. 


OBITUARY 


> Ricuarp B. SHELTON, 68, director of 
publicity and advertising for the New 
England Gas & Electric Association, 
Cambridge, Mass., died suddenly of a 
heart attack at his home in that city on 
May 23. He was born in Malden, Mass., 
and in his earlier career was a writer 
of short stories. During his connection 
with the NEGEA utility system, Mr. 
Shelton was identified with many phases 
of both gas and electric company op- 
eration, and recently had given special 
attention to securing wider recognition 
of the problems of the New England 
farmer. In 1940-1 he edited the “Journal 
of the Engineering Societies of New 
England” in addition to his utility 
work. Mr. Shelton joined the NEGEA 
system in 1935, having previously been 
executive secretary of the Portsmouth 


(N.H.) Chamber of Commerce. 


> Samuet M. WetzeL, chief electrical 
engineer of the Armstrong Cork Co. 
for the past 30 years, died suddenly 
at Lancaster, Pa., on May 17. Mr Wet- 
zel had been with the company since 
1910. He was 58 years of age. 


> Norman L. Myers, eastern district 
manager of the electric appliance divi- 
sion of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., New York, died 
in the White Plains Hospital, White 
Plains, N. Y., on May 21 in his fiftieth 
year. Mr. Myers, who had been asso- 
ciated with the Westinghouse company 
for 34 years, was vice-president of the 
Electric and Gas Association of New 
York. 
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Westinghouse Enters 
Import Business 


Westinghouse Electric International 
Co., which for more than 25 years has 
operated in the international field as an 
exporter, has now entered the import 
field according to an announcement by 
John W. White, president. 

“We propose to use our world-wide or- 
ganization as the basis for conducting 
a general import business,” Mr. White 
said. “The company is well fitted to 
carry on this type of trade because of 
its long international experience. By 
this move, Westinghouse will do its 
part in furthering reciprocal trade 
among nations. Instead of the old ‘one 
way street,’ we propose to open a wide 
two-way highway for future foreign 
trade.” 

Mr. White also announced the ap- 
pointment of Hampton C. Marsh as 
manager of the new department. Mr. 
Marsh, who has been with the com- 
pany’s sales department for the past 
fifteen years, said that the new depart- 
ment has already started import 


ANUFACTURING 


negotiations in some of the foreign 
countries which are free to participate 
in trade under war conditions. Later 
the company plans to offer representa- 
tion in the United States for firms 
abroad. Mr. Marsh stated that it is ex- 
pected that most of the company’s im- 
ports will be raw materials, with few 
manufactured articles brought in. 


Sees Increased Market 
for Washing Machines 


Company surveys, cross-checked by 
independent research organizations, in- 
dicate that Bendix Home Appliances, 
Inc., will have a market for 500,000 
washing machines in the first post-war 
year, J. S. Sayre, president of the com- 
pany, recently stated. In the company’s 
best pre-war year it manufactured 125,- 
000 washers. 

The increased output will call for the 
training of from 6,000 to 10,000 retail 
salesmen and “several thousand addi- 
tional dealers will have to be franchised 
and educated,” he said. Before the war 











DISCUSS “U” PLAN DISTRIBUTION—Hardy Payor of the range and water heater 
division, Landers, Frary & Clark, indicates to H. M. Parsons (right) vice-president 
and sales manager of the division, and to Lee Moss, sales manager of the vacuum 
cleaner division, the extent of “U” plan coverage. With more than 12,000 dealers 
signed up for the “U” Plan for “V” Day. and promoting it from coast to coast, the 
company expects to bring the total up to 20,000. 
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approximately 3,500 salesmen were em. 
ployed, he stated. 

While post-war prices can only he 
guess-work, Mr. Sayre pointed to q 
recent estimate made by the washing 
machine industry that prices would have 
to be 20 to 30 percent higher after ihe 
war. . 


Post-War Appliance 
Program Adopted 


The post-war planning work inaugu- 
rated by the Wisconsin Radio Refrig. 
eration & Appliance Association at a 
general meeting last November has 
culminated in adoption, jointly by the 
wholesale and retail distributors of 
appliances in the Milwaukee trade area, 
of a program aimed at the regulation 
of post-war appliance merchandising 
in this area. 

Plans are being made for the organi- 
zation of a joint committee consisting 
of an equal number of wholesale dis. 
tributors and an equal number of retail 
dealers, with the secretary-manager of 
the Association as a balancing ex-officio 
member. The plan is to bring this joint 
committee together at stated intervals 
to review the policy program and to 
change it as conditions demand. 

Pertinent facts concerning antici- 
pated post-war competition of the chain 
stores, mail order houses, and direct 
factory sales as well as the need for a 
strong co-operative bond between dis- 
tributors and dealers were discussed at 
a meeting sponsored by the Association. 

It was stressed that the public has 
been educated to pay the manufac 
turers’ established retail prices, and 
that the future strength of the industry 
will be in direct proportion to the con- 
structive effort put forth by manufac 
turers, distributors and dealers. 


Solar Wins Second Star 


For the second time in seven months 
the War Department has notified the 
Solar Manufacturing Corp., New York, 
that an additional white star has been 
awarded to its plant at West New York, 
N. J., for continuance of “excellent 
productien record.” 


Takes Over DPC Plant 


Western Electric Co. has taken pos 
session of the Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion’s factory at Scranton, Pa. This ex- 
pansion of the company’s war produc- 
tion was arranged through the Signal 
Corps. It will enable Western Electric 
to transfer a portion of its wire and wire 
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products operations from its works in 
Baltimore, Md., where additional pro- 
duction for the Armed Forces will then 
he undertaken. The Scranton plant 
adds approximately 87,000 sq. ft. of 
manufacturing space to Western Elec- 
trie’s facilities. ; 


Refrigerator Test 
Methods Approved 


Standard test methods, which make 
possible the comparison of the perform- 
ance of various types of refrigerators, 
have just been approved by the Amer- 
ican Standards Association. The stand- 
ard has had a thorough try-out in indus- 
try for several years, and as a result of 
this experience, has been approved as 
an American Standard. These test 
methods had already been recognized as 
standard by the National Electrical 
Manufacturers’ Association. The Amer- 
ican Standard Test Procedures, to- 
gether with the method of computing 
food storage volume and shelf area, 
which was approved by the American 
Standards Association at the same time, 
were drawn up by a representative com- 
mittee under the technical leadership of 
the American Society of Refrigerating 
Engineers and the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Bureau of Human Nutri- 
tion and Home Economics. 

The American Standard Test Proce- 
dures for Household Electric Refriger- 
ators (B38.2-1944) may be ordered for 
30 cents; the American Standard 
Method of Computing Food-Storage 
Volume and Shelf Area of Automatic 
Household Refrigerators (B38.1-1944) 
may be ordered for 20 cents from the 
American Standards Association, New 


York, N. Y. 


Sylvania’s Lowell Plant 
to Start Production 


A new branch of Sylvania Electric 
Products, Inc., at, Lowell, Mass., is 
about.to go into production on fluores- 
cent lamp fixture parts and special 
lighting products for the armed serv- 
ices. The majority of the work will be 
of the light assembly bench type, L. S. 
Kimball, manager of the company’s 
fluorescent fixture plant at Ipswich, 
Mass., announced, pointing out that 
starter switches and sockets will be 
among the products made. Between 300 
and 500 persons, the majority women, 
will be employed. Clem T. Baxter will 
be project engineer in charge at Lowell. 

Announcement was made recently 
that negotiations are underway for pur- 
chase of the capital stock of Colonial 
Radio Corp., of Buffalo, manufacturer 
of radio receivers. 
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Field Reports on Business 


W hile the exigencies of war are causing certain variations in trade and industry, 
production generally remains on a high level. Electrical supplies, such as wire, 
fuses and small switches for Navy use, feature many schedules. New lighting 
installations are reported being made on a large scale. 


CHICAGO 


Several construction projects have re- 
cently been announced by utility compan- 
ies in the greater Chicago area. 

Commonwealth Edison Co. plans altera- 
tions at Fisk station amounting to $57,000, 
not including equipment. Illinois Northern 
Utilities Co. will soon begin work on the 
superstructure for a proposed addition to 
its Dixon local generating station. The plans 
call for installation of a 50,000 kw. turbo- 
generator with high pressure boilers and 
auxiliary equipment. Cost of the project is 
estimated at $6,000,000, including extension 
to transmission lines. At Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa Electric Light & Power Co. will be- 
gin work early this month on the founda- 
tions for a 33,000-volt substation at the 
Cedar Rapids power plant. The substation, 
which will be made up of six double bays, 
is designed to include six 33,000 volt out- 
going lines with space for two future lines 
and a 20,000 kva. three-phase 13.8/34.5 kv. 
transformer. 

Nash-Kelvinator Corp., in nearby Ken- 
osha, Wis., is planning to expand its local 
automobile works, adding several build- 
ings and considerable machinery and elec- 
trical equipment. The project is estimated 
to cost in the neighborhood of $9,500,000 
and will be DPC financed. 

The increasing number of war contract 
terminations in the Chicago area are being 
offset to a great degree by new contracts, it 
is reported here. Reasons given for the 
present wave of terminations are: diminish- 
ing need for excess stocks to assure a steady 
flow of materials to production lines; re- 
duction of inventories through assured pro- 
duction and lower attrition rates than were 
estimated earlier. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Shore installations plus box and crates 
for overseas shipments are large factors in 
present heavy demand for west coast lum- 
ber, which at present is running over 20 
percent ahead of last year’s comparable 
business, despite labor shortage. Lack of 
new machinery is responsible for sale of 
much electrical maintenance material. 
Other industrial developments cover two 
wood waste alcohol plants, both approved 
by WPB, each to cost approximately $2,- 
500,000, to be located at Springfield, Ore., 
and Bellingham, Wash.; and a $400,000 
guayule processing mill at Bakersfield, 
Calif., as part of recent Senate appropria- 
tion of $5,500,000 additional for guayule 
rubber industry. WPB has approved 
D. & R. G. Railroad’s application for cen- 
tralized traffic control electrical system to 
cost $910.000 between Denver and Orestod. 

Low bidding on Oakland’s pumping plant 
covered $71,660 pumps by Allis-Chalmers; 
two 4,000 hp. G.E. motors for $64,349; and 
three 2,000 kw. and one 150 kw. Kuhlman 
transformers for $17,588. Plans are being 
prepared for the $4,000,000 Pilot Knob 
hydro-electric plant near E] Centro in Im- 
perial Valley, with WPB’s approval. 

Easier delivery and priority conditions 
are a factor of increase in REA construc- 
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tion and other rural extensions, such as a 
40-mile single phase western cedar REA 
line near Pueblo, Colo., to cost about $36,- 
000; a low bid of $38,268 for 24-mile 88 kv. 
transmission line for No. 4 powerhouse 
near Fi Centro; and 65} miles in Benton 
and Lincoln counties, Ore., which REA 
estimates will average $950 per mile. 

Major government construction covers 
$919,000 of additions to Hamilton Field, 
including much night lighting and steam 
plant additions and distribution extensions 
to Ogden Arsenal. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Public Service of New Hampshire plans 
to build seven miles of 66-kv. h-frame 
transmission line in the vicinity of Keene, 
using the existing conductors of a 66-kv. 
pole line. This utility also has received 
authorization to purchase two Cottrell pre- 
cipitators, for installation in its Manchester 
steam plant about Jan. 1, 1945. Lighting 
jobs are increasing at a faster pace. In 
the Boston retail shopping district, lighting 
installations have doubled in number this 
year to date as compared with a corre- 
sponding period last year. Recent fluo- 
rescent lighting jobs engineered by Amos- 
keag Machine Co., Manchester, N. H., in- 
clude 1,653 units. 

Small motor changes and additions in 
the greater Boston factory area are holding 
up to a good level. Capacitors, resistors 
are in strong demand. Supplies for out- 
fitting vessels feature many schedules. 
Electricians repair kits, miscellané@ous elec- 
trical supplies, including wire, fuses, lamps, 
cord and small switches are prominent on 
lists offered for open bidding. 

Massachusetts firms submitted bids for 
gunnery range signal and control apparatus. 
Bids were submitted in Connecticut for 
wire, electrical refrigerators, and fuses. 
Rhode Island firms were among bidders 
for rubber covered lamp cord, electric 
hoists and small motor driven bench tools. 


NEW YORK 


Although certain variations were re- 
ported in industrial activity last week, pro- 
duction as a whole continued on a well- 
sustained basis, with electric output, 
bituminous coal production and freight car 
loadings showing an upward trend. 

Civil engineering construction volume in 
continental U. S. totaled $27,885,000 last 
week. This volume is 4 percent higher than 
the volume for the preceding week, but 40 
percent under the total reported to Engi- 
neering News-Record for the corresponding 
1943 week. Public construction topped the 
preceding week by 28 percent as a result 
of the 51 percent rise in federal volume, 
but was 49 percent below a year ago. 
Private work was 40 percent below the 
preceding week, but topped last year by 
61 percent. 

Retail trade in the Metropolitan area 
continued active, estimates indicating an 
increase of from 15 to 20 percent over last 
year. 
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SEC DECISIONS—HEARINGS 





The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, in a series of orders issued 
recently affecting electric utility com- 
panies: 


APPROVED PROPOSAL of Northern Indiana 
Public Service Co., a subsidiary of the 
estate of Midland Utilities Co., to reduce 
the stated value of its no par value common 
stock from $18,790,223 to $13,851,356, 
thereby creating capital surplus in the 
amount of $4,938,866. The latter sum will 
be immediately extinguished by charging it 
with an equal amount of the $8,455,526 re- 
classified in its plant adjustment account, 
as of Jan. 1, 1937. 


GrantTep American States Utilities Corp. 
and its subsidiaries, Edison Sault Electric 
Co. and Southern California Water Co., 
an additional six months in which to com- 
plete the liquidation and dissolution of the 
parent company, as required by SEC order. 


APPROVED PROPOSAL of West Penn Power 
Co. to reduce stated value of outstanding 
common stock from $31,750,000 to $21,- 
750,000 without reducing number of shares, 
to create a capital surplus of $10,000,000 
for any write-downs of utility plant result- 
ing from orders by the FPC and Pennsy]l- 
vania Public Utility Commission. Any 
future charges to capital surplus are to be 
brought before the commission for con- 
sideration, the SEC ordered. 


CONDITIONALLY APPROVED a plan provid- 
ing for the reorganization of Laclede Gas 
Light Co., St. Louis, Mo., sale of electric 
properties operated by Laclede Power & 
Light Co. to the Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri and the dissolution of Laclede 
Power. Under the reorganization, Laclede 
Gas preferred and common stock will be 
converted into a single class of common 
and its long-term debt reduced from $34,- 
000,000 to $22,000,000. The plan previously 
was approved by the Public Service Com- 
mission of the State of Missouri. Announce- 
ment was made subsequent to the SEC 
action conditionally approving the plan 
that directors of the Ogden Corp., the 
Laclede Gas Light Co. and Laclede Power 
& Light Co. had decided to accept the 
conditions imposed by SEC in connection 
with the reorganization plan. 


ANNOUNCED THAT interested parties re- 
ceived until June 3 to request a hearing, 
if desired, in the proposal of Common- 
wealth & Southern Corp. to pay a dividend 
of $1.25 a share, or an aggregate of $1,852.- 
500, on the outstanding shares of its pre- 
ferred stock. This dividend was declared 
on May 16 and is payable to stockholders 
of record fourteen days after approval by 
the commission on the twenty-eighth day 
after such approval. 


AMENDED ORDER of January 17, approving 
sale of American Utilities Service Corp.’s 
interest in Northwestern Illinois Utilities 
Co., a subsidiary, so that American Utilities 
may receive $20,000 in common stock 
dividends from Northwestern Illinois in 
place of 6 percent interest on the $340,000 
purchase price from January 1 to date of 
closing, as originally specified. 


Application Filed 


NorTHERN STATES Power Co. of Minne- 
sota, and Northern States Power Co. of 
Delaware, have filed a joint application for 
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approval of the proposed postponement to 
December 31 of the June 30 installment 
due by the Delaware company to the Min- 
nesota company on its open account in- 
debtedness. The unpaid installments due 
on June 30 amount to $806,517, while the 
total indebtedness due now stands at 
$7,530,952, bearing interest at 3 percent 
annually. 


Hearings Scheduled 


June 5: On General Gas & Electric 
Corp.’s proposal to pay accumulated divi- 
dends amounting to $5 per share on its 
$5 no par value preferred stock for the pe- 
riod ended March 15 and a quarterly 
dividend for the period ending June 15. 


June 7: On sale of Federal Light & Trac- 
tion Co.’s interest in Springfield (Mo.) 
Gas & Electric Co. to R. H. Teed of Hot 
Springs, Ark. Federal will sell all the com- 
mon stock of the Springfield utility—50,000 
shares without par value—for $65,000 cash. 
Of this, $32,500 was paid when the agree- 
ment was made on April 22 and the rest 
is due upon delivery of the securities. Fed- 
eral will add the proceeds to its general 
fund. Mr. Teed was manager of Federal’s 
properties in Hot Springs until their sale 
under the divestment order recently. He 
has promised continuance of local manage- 
ment if the Springfield deal is consum- 
mated. 


June 7: On Rochester Gas & Electric 
Corp.’s plan to redeem 40,000 shares of its 
outstanding 160,000 shares of $100 par 
value Series D 6 percent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock on or about September 1 at 
105% plus dividends. The $4,200,000 neces- 
sary for this purpose will be supplied from 
the company’s treasury. The redemption 
will be determined by lot in a manner pre- 
scribed bv the company’s board of directors. 
Tts purpose is to make use of excess cash 
in the treasury, and to effect an annual 
reduction of $240,000 in preferred stock 


dividend requirements, the company stated. 


New Unit Goes on Line 


A new electric 15.000-kw. high-pres- 
sure turbine at the Cedar Rapid power 
plant of the Iowa Electric Light & 
Power. Co. was placed in operation by 





UTILITY REPORTS 


Net Income 


1944 1943 
*Alabama Power $4,298,183 $4,599,585 
+California-Oregon Power. 1,353,117 1,250,323 
*Central Maine Power 3,224,513 3,437, 
+Cleveland Elec. Iiluminat- 
ing and subs.. 6145.21! 6,085,675 
*Connecticut Light & Power. 3,807,197 3,647,179 
tFlorida Power & Light 2.414.064 1,846,605 
*Georgia Power ......... 5.590.341 6,135.432 
*Houston Lot. & Power 2,872,611 3,149,015 
+Northern States Power and 
subs. 1.075.340 1,086,108 


tOklahoma Gas & Electric. 2,528,311 2,525,605 
+Union Electric (Mo.) and 
ae a 8,137,260 7,795,072 


subs. . 
*Washington Water Power 
and sub. ... . 2,893,417 2,730,709 


*Twelve months ended April 30. 
tTwelve months ended March 3}. 
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President Sutherland Dows on Ma, 4. 
according to a recent company ap. 
nouncement. Erection of the building 
extension to house the new machine was 
started in January, 1943, and the jur. 
bine installation completed Decem)e; 
17, 1943. The turbine and_ building 
together represent an expenditure of 


about $850,000. 


WPB Tightens Curb 
on Refrigerators 


A stricter freeze than ever has been 
applied by WPB to the dwindling stock. 
pile of domestic mechanical refriger. 
ators, which has dropped to 15 percent 
of its level of early 1943, when produc- 
tion was halted. Hereafter, only the 
most highly essential military and pub- 
lic health needs can be met from the 
remaining stockpile. 

Production of ice refrigerators for 
this year has been set at 821,000, more 
than four times as great as last year’s 
production, and every effort wil! be 
made to keep actively in service the 
nation’s 20,000,000 mechanical refrig. 
erators, WPB said. 

More than 250,000 mechanical refrig. 
erators have been released in the last 
two years, the latest for civilian use in 
April, 1943. No further releases of this 
kind may be expected. 


Merger Plan Filed 
by Cities Service 


Cities Service Power & Light Co. 
has announced that it had filed with 
the necessary regulatory bodies appli- 
cations for the merger of several of its 
utility properties in Missouri, Kansas 
and Oklahoma. The company also has 
requested the SEC to approve the pub- 
lic sale of its entire interest in the 
merged company on completion of the 
merger in conformity with the require- 
ments of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act. 

The companies involved in the mer- 
ger are the Empire District Electric 
Co., Ozark Utilities Co., Lawrence 
County Water, Light & Cold Storage 
Co. and the Benton County Utilities 
Corp. These companies are to be 
merged into one operating public utility 
company that will retain the name o! 
the Empire District Electric Co. 

R. E. Burger, president of Cities 
Service Power & Light, stated, that, 
after conclusions of proceedings before 
public authorities and voting by stock- 
holders on the merger and issuance of 
new bonds, the merged company wil! 
offer for public competitive bidding the 
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new bonds, He also said that all the 
$3,500,000 par value of common stock 
of the merged corporation to be ac- 
quired by Cities Service Power & Light 
(o. similarly will be offered to the in- 
vesting public. 


Wage Differential 
Ruling Opposed 


Five members of the regional War 
Labor Board for northern Ohio have 
charged that the regional board’s dis- 
establishment of historical wage differ- 
entials between metropolitan and sub- 
urban employees of the Dayton Power 
and Light Co. contravenes an estab- 
lished policy of the National War Labor 
Board. 

The dissenting opinion was signed by 
three industry and two public members 
of the regional board at Cleveland after 
the board denied the company’s request 
that intra-plant wage differentials be 
continued. The dissenting opinion held 
that “ an appeal review and revision is 
justified.” 

The company had acquired several 
other utility properties in 18 counties 
near Dayton. After acquisition the 
lower rates which were paid in the 
smaller plants were continued by 
D.P.&L. 

Dissenters cited the Capital Transit 
Co. case, decided by the National War 
Labor Board sometime ago in which it 
was held that wage differentials between 
bus drivers in metropolitan Washington 
and those who were operating in subur- 
ban territories were entirely justified. 


Los Angeles Power Board 
Settles Pay Increases 


Despite liabilities resting with them, 
Los Angeles Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners decided recently water 
and power department employees could 
keep $10 a month pay increases, 
granted following a February strike, 
which have brought warnings, objec- 
tions and criticisms showering on the 
shoulders of the commissioners. 

The decision was made without the 

approval of Board President James B. 
Agnew, in wages, who favored setting 
aside the increases which were in viola- 
ion of the national economic stabiliza- 
tion policy. A committee appointed by 
the board to study the department’s 
jage set-up revealed wage increases 
ad exceeded cost of living indices by 
~ percent. 
Agnew had declared commissioners 
ere facing possible $1,000 fines and 
ne year penitentiary terms if they did 
hot terminate raises. 
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Sales Opportunities 


..Georcia--Georgia Power Co., Atlanta, 
plans new 115-kv. transmission line, about 
9 miles, in connection with 60,000-kw. ex- 
pansion in power plant; switching station 
will have additional equipment. Virginia 
Bridge Co., Roanoke, Va., has contract for 
about 1,265 tons of structural steel. In- 
stallation embraces turbine-generator unit 
and accessories; new high-pressure boiler, 
surface condenser, forced and induced draft 
fans, fly ash precipitator and other equip- 
ment. Schedule calls for completion in 
July, 1945. Project estimated to cost over 
$4,000,000. Engineering department of 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp., Birming- 
ham, Ala., is in charge. 


Catirornia—Santa Fe Railway Co., 
Kerchhoff Bldg., Los Angeles, has plans 
maturing for new diesel locomotive repair, 
maintenance and service shop at yard, with 
machinery and electrical equipment and 
facilities for large capacity. Cost estimated 
about $850,000. It is understood that 
project will have a priority rating. Bids 
are scheduled to be asked soon on general 
erection contract. Company engineering 
department, first noted address, in charge. 


Minnesota—Electric Light Department, 
Jackson, plans expansion and improvements 
in municipal steam-electric generating sta- 
tion as a post-war project, to include in- 
stallation of new turbine-generator unit and 
accessories, switchgear and auxiliary equip- 
ment. Cost estimated close to $200,000. 
Jesse B. Harris Co., Essex Bldg., Min- 


neapolis, is consulting engineer. 


Catirornia—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., plans 
expansion in power supply and distribution 
facilities at naval operating base, including 
extensions in power substations, primary 
and secondarv lines, service connections 
and other work. Cost estimated about 
$275.000, of which approximately $175,000 
will be expended for line construction, in- 
cluding system extensions in outside areas. 
Appropriation has been authorized. Work 
will be carried out under direction of Pub- 


lic Works Officer at base. 


Arizona—-Goodyear Aircraft Corp., Litch- 
field Park, will make extensions in plant 
for production for government, including 
additional buildings with mechanical and 
electrical equipment. Cost about $415.000. 
with financing by Defense Plant Corp. 
Work is scheduled to begin soon. 


TENNESSEE—State Department of Insti- 
tutions, Nashville, Dr. W. O. Baird, com- 
missioner, will take bids soon for new 
power plant at Western State Hospital. es- 
timated to cost approximately $107,000. 
with equipment. A priority rating has 
been secured. 


Nesraska—-War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C.. has authorized extensions in 
army airfield. including shops. air naviga- 
tion trainer buildings, warehouses and 
other structures, with mechanical and elec- 
trical equipment. Also, additions to elec- 
trical distribution system, power substa- 
tions and service connections. Fund of 
$608.000 has been approved for project. 
which will be carried out under supervision 
of U. S. District Engineer Office, Omaha. 
Proposed to begin work soon. 


Kentucky—E. I. duPont deNemours & 
Co., duPont Bldg., Wiimington, Del., plans 
expansion in Neoprene synthetic rubber 
mill including additional buildings, with 
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machinery and electrical equipment. Cost 
reported about $4,000,000, with financing 
provided by Defense Plant Corp. Work 
will be placed under way at early date. 


Uran—Union Pacific Railroad Co., 
Omaha, Neb., plans immediate construction 
of new power plant at railway yards and 
shops, reported to cost close to $100,000, 
with equipment. Project is understood to 
have a priority rating. Company engineer- 
ing department is in charge. 


CALIroRNIA—-Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., plans 
expansion in power supply and electrical 
distribution facilities at naval operating 
base, including extensions in power sub- 
station facilities, primary and secondary 
lines, service connections and miscellaneous 
work. Cost estimated about $300,000, of 
which approximately one-half will be used 
for line construction, including system ex- 
tensions in outside areas. Program will 
be carried out under direction of Public 
Works Officer at base. 


New York—Eastman Kodak Co., Kodak 
Park, Rochester, will carry out expansion 
in plant for production for government, 
with installation of mechanical and elec- 
trical equipment. Cost about $200,000, with 
financing by Defense Plant Corp. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. 


Catirornta—War Department, Washing- 
ton, D. C., will make extensions in lighting 
system air base, including underground 
lines, controls and other facilities. This 
is part of a project to cost about $900,000. 
Program will be supervised by U. S. Dis- 
trict Engineer Office, San Francisco. 


Wisconsin—Water Department, Weyau- 
wega, plans call for bids on or about June 
15 for motor-driven pumping units, controls 
and auxiliary equipment for municipal wa- 
ter system. Forath, Boyd & Forath, Colum- 
bus Bldg., Green Bay, are consulting en- 
gineers. 


NortH Carotina—Tide Water Power 
Co., Wilmington, plans extensions in 
primary line to Kings Bluff water pumping 
station of city, about 7 miles, for power 
service for operation, for which contract 
was secured from Water Department. 


Missourt—National Distillers Products 
Corp., 2300 Nicholson St., Kansas, operat- 
ing local distillery for production of com- 
mercial alcohol for government, will make 
extensions in plant, including installation 
of mechanical and electrical equipment. 
Cost about $235,000, with financing by De- 
fense Plant Corp. Work will begin at early 
date. Main offices of company are at 120 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Cotorapo—Denver & Rio Grande West- 
ern Railroad Co., 1531 Stout St., Denver, 
has plans maturing for installation of new 
electric-operated centralized traffic control 
system, with signal devices and other 
facilities, estimated to cost $910.000. 
Project has a priority rating. 


Moveg Cleveland Office 


Allen-Bradley Co. of Milwaukee, 
Wis., has announced the removal of 
their Cleveland offices to 4506 Prospect 
Road, Cleveland 3, Ohio. 
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Luminaires 


Units are designed for use in cffices and 
drafting rooms, and for some industrial 
lighting applications, either as an individ- 
ual unit or for continuous rows. They have 
steel wiring channels and Flurate; non- 
metallic reflector finished Fluracite inside, 
baked gray enamel outside. Ballast is 
mounted on top at the center and starters 
are grouped at one end. Reflector is 
punched for starters, making them acces- 
sible from below. 





je. Curtis Lighting, Inc., 
' 22 
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Resistors 


Units designed for use in meters have 
ceramic-insulated resistance wire wound on 
molded plastic forms, fitted with lug ter- 
minals molded integrally into the forms. 
They are varnish-impregnated to provide 
protection against tropical humidity con- 
ditions. 





ope emperature (ambient s rise 
50 deg. C. Sprague Specialities Co., fe 


Division, North Adams, Mass. 


Timing Motor 


D.C. timing motor. Haydon Mfg. Co., Forest- 


Totally enclosed  fractional-horsepower 
motor with sealed-in lubrication is designed 
for timing applications. Speedsefrom the 
original rotor speed and by gear train down 
to one revolution per week may be obtained, 
it is claimed. Subjected to shock and vibra- 
tion tests, the reversible motor was found 
to withstand low temperature and low- 
pressure by tests at —50 deg. C. 
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Relay 


Small relay for switching service was 
designed for high-frequency use and in- 
ccrporates Mycalex or Bakelite insulation. 
Coil is cellulose acetate sealed for resis- 
tance to humidity. Relay is said to meet 
all standard salt spray specifications and to 
withstand shock and vibration to 10G. 





Model "'TKL" telephone type relay: contacts 


of palladium, fine silver or special alloy: 
jouble pile-ups of contacts can be supplied 
om a single "A" (SPSTNO), “B’’ (SPSTNC) 
or "'C"’ (SPDT) arrangement to a maximum 
of four “'C’' combinations. Allied Control 
Co., Inc., 2 East End Ave., New York 2!, N. Y. 
* 
Hoist 

HandiLift electric chain hoist: capacity 
500 Ib.: 220 or 440 volts, 3 phase, 60 cycle 
Hoist Division, Harnischfeger Corporation, 


Milwaucee 4 Wis. 


Interchangeable for bolt, hook or trolley 
mounting by loosening one bolt the hoist is 
stated to have fully enclosed construction 
permitting use under any condition of 
weather, dust, moisture or acid fumes. 
Chain is proof-tested for 1,800 lb. Opera- 
tion is by pull cord. Overtravel and dual 
braking are provided. 


6 
Relay-contactor: 30 amp. at 110 volts, 20 amp. 
at 220 volts, 19 amp. at 440 volts; single, 
double, triple or more poles for normally 
closed, normally open or double-throw opera- 
tion. Electronics Div., Glenn-Roberts Co., 
2107 Adams St Indianapo ! nd., or 
009 Fruitvale Ave.. Oakland |, Calif. 


For heavy-duty circuit control under con- 
ditions requiring compactness, new relay- 
contactor has single- or dual-voltage operat- 
ing coils for all standard voltages. Seal 
current, pickup and drop-out voltage is low. 
Contact-carrying bridges are so designed 
that additional “decks” may be incorpo- 
rated, permitting wide range of contact ar- 
rangement, 
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Portable d.c. power supply: three models: 
operates from 3-phase, 208, 230 and 460-v. cir. 
cuits; d.c. output 10 to 16 volts and 20 to 2 
volts; capacites, 50 to 300 amp. P. R. Mallory 
& Co., Inc., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Rectifier 


Power supply unit provides a source of 
portable d.c. power for manufacturing, 
testing and operating all electrical and 
electronic equipment in 12 or 24-volt sy: 
tems. Supply may also be used to taper 
charge batteries or battery carts of similar 
voltages. Rectification is provided by mag. 
nesium-copper sulphide dry disk rectifier: 




















Electronic Tube 


'CE-306"" electron tubes: 6 amp., continuous 
oad: peak forward volts, 750; peak inverse 
volts, 1,250. Continental Electric Co., Geneva 
I 


Lie  _ 


Addition to company’s line of electro: 
tubes is a gas-filled grid control tube o 
thyratron for general electronic use, such a 
motor control, resistance welder contr 
and controlled rectifiers. 


Ballast 


""Quick-Start’’ fluorescent ballast: available 
for two 40-watt lamps: end-lead or bottom 
lead designs; 115/120 primary circuit. Acme 
Electrc & Manufacturng Co., Cuba, New York 


For use with “Instant Start” fluorescent 
lamps, new ballast is said to eliminate need 
for starter and to provide instantaneous 
light. It boosts the voltage to approximate) 
450 volts for lamp starting. 


Indicator 


""U-C" liquid level indicator: fits 55- and x 
gal. steel drums. Techtmann Industries, Inc 
828 N. Broadway, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Device has been made adaptable to % 
gal. steel drums, indicates liquid level cv 
tent of drums containing oil, solvents, ¢t¢. 
for constant check on supply. Indicator 4 


screwed into drum faucet opening, the 
faucet is screwed into opening on indicat! 


bod y. 
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BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?- 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Referens 
is a convenient place to look first 
manufacturers’ product data, names 0 


addresses. 
TS 


SILVER 
ELEMENT 


Reduce Unnecessary 
Outages with 


Siw FUSE LINKS 


You can less afford unnecessary outages 

today than ever before. Man-hours, service 

costs and the links themselves must be 
conserved. 

The Silver elements of S&C Links are de- 
signed and constructed like the time-proven 
elements used in S&C Power Fuses. They re- 
duce unnecessary outages because of their— 


e Resistance to damage due to 
lightning-induced and other 
surges. 


_@ Sustained accuracy of time- 
current characteristics. 


e Uniform quality. 
e Resistance to corrosion. 


e Greater mechanical strength. 


Install S & C Links now to prevent unneces- 
sary extra re-fusing work and the waste of 
man-power and truck miles. Deliveries made 
from stock in most fuse link capacities. 


SCHWEITZER & CONRAD, INC. 
4435 Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


Manufactured in Canada by Powerlite Devices, Lid., Toronto, Ontario 


Sloot FUSE LINKS 











ALLIS-CHALMERS °%% STEP REGULATORS 
GIVE YOU THESE OUTSTANDING ADVANTAGES: 


Closer Regulation 


Narrower Voltage Band — made possible with “Feather-Touch Control”. By eliminating holding 
coils or holding-in magnets on the voltage control relay, voltage band can be narrowed down to 
take advantage of 54% steps; holding voltage within total band of +54% or +% volts, 


Lower Exciting Current 


Need Only % The Exciting KVA required by older type regulators! Step regulators, in effect, re- 
lease kva for other purposes, or reduce the burden of the generating and primary distribution systems. 


Longer Contact Life 


In 1933 Allis-Chalmers Introduced the first 544% Step Feeder Voltage Regulators, Their acceptance 
has grown until today 4,000,000 kva throughout the country is regulated by our equipment. Yet 
in this time not a single contact has ever been replaced due to deterioration under normal operation! 


Fewer Bolted Connections 


Exclusive Unit Construction eliminates 78 bolted connections. Both mechanism and transformer can 
be removed or placed into tank as a unit...without disconnecting leads or removing terminals! 


Minimum Maintenance 


The Quick-Break Mechanism, one of the main reasons for low contact deterioration, changes taps with 
a snap...yet comes to a quick stop without shock. No brakes or sealing-in switches are needed. 
Permits complete oil-immersion of all moving parts, keeping them dust-free, automatically lubricated! 





Tune in the Boston Symphony, Blue Network, every Saturday at 8:30 pm, EW'T. 








